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A letter from one in Boston, to his friend in the country, 
in answer to a letter directed to John Burril, Esq. 
Speaker to the House of Representatives, for the Pro- 
vince of the Massachusetts Bay, in New-England, 
printed in the year 1714. 

The distressed state of the town of Boston once more con- 
sidered, and methods for redress humbly proposed, with 
remarks on the pretended countryman's answer to the 
book entitled " The distressed state of the town of Bos- 
ton," &c. With a scheme for a Bank, and methods for 

bringi?ig in silver money proposed. By John C . 

Boston, printed for B. Gray, at his shop in King-street, 
1720. 

The first of these productions is signed F — 1 B — t. ; in the 
other, the name is partly torn off in the copy made use of. 
Both these writers, argue in favour of a private Bank, and 
against its being the property, and under the direction of the 
state; they shew that a bank on the latter plan, can never be 
maintained in credit. That the only chance of getting a 
silver currency again, is to lessen their importations from 
England, and suffer silver to be exported as freely as it is 
Vol. IV. No. 10. 1 
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imported, because it cannot be kept in circulation so long as 
the ballance of trade is against them, and there is a quantity 
of depreciated paper in the market ; that silver will not be 
brought if it cannot be used like any other merchandize. It 
is humiliating to find, that in this early period of the country, 
this subject was as well understood as it is at this moment; 
and that after all the experience of multiplied operations of 
banks and financial credit ; so many parts of the United 
States should still keep floundering about amid the banks 
and obstructions of a gulph of depreciation. The latter 
writer proposes a scheme of a bank to be founded on land, 
every person to be concerned who chose to mortgage his 
land to the bank, and receive two thirds its value, either in 
bills or in a credit like that of the bank of Amsterdam, that 
he should pay six per cent, interest for this, and all the pro- 
fits arising from the interest after the necesB.ry charges were 
defrayed, should be expended in the purchase of silver mo- 
ney, till a sufficient quantity was obtained to redeem all the 
bills. 



A Chronological history of New-England in the form of 
Annals ; being a summary and exact account ofthemost 
material transactions and occurrences relating to this 
country, in the order of lime wherein they happened,from 
the discovery, by Captain Gosnold, in 1602, to the arri- 
val of Governor Belcher, in 1730. With an introduc- 
tion, containing a brief epitome of the most remarkable 
transactions and events abroad from the creation ; in- 
cluding the connected line of lime, the succession of Pa- 
triarchs and Sovereigns of the most famous kingdoms 
and empires, the gradual discoveries of America, and the 
progress of the Reformation, to the discovery of New- 
England. By Thomas Prince, M. A. vol. 1 . Deut. 32, 7. 
Remember the days of old, consider the years of many 
generations. Job. it. 8. For inquire, 1 pray thee, of the 
former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their 
Fathers. Boston, N. E. printed by Kneeland and 
Green, for S. Gerrish, 1736, 12w?o. pp. 370. 

This volume is marked in the title page as the first, 
though it is the only one ; the author continued the work in 
a few separate numbers, which having now become very 
scarce, will probably be hereafter republished by the His- 
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torical Society. The annals in this volume are brought 
down to the year 1630. Mr. Prince appears to have been 
very laborious and minute in ascertaining dates with exact- 
ness, and constantly refers to his authorities, which he com- 
pared one with another with great diligence. One third of 
the volume is taken up with an introduction, containing a 
Chronology of the world, from the creation to the discovery 
of America. When he enters on the annals of New -En- 
gland he is very minute, and some of his items possess no 
interest now. He dwells much on the first troubles experi- 
enced by the Puritans in England ; and his discussion on 
this point has a disproportionate length for a work of this 
kind. It is still a valuable book for every library of Ameri- 
can history, and will be convenient to those who are inves- 
tigating it. The following passage is a curious instance of 
the utility of a circulating medium, whatever the material 
may be of which it consists. The Dutch at that period, 
1628, eager and enterprising in trade beyond all olher na- 
tions, had come from their settlement on the Hudson, to 
trade with the people of Plymouth. This trade was useful 
to them, " but that which in time turns most to our advan- 
tage is, their now acquainting and entering us in the trade of 
Wampum ; telling us how vendible it is at ihehfort Orania, 
and persuading us we shall find it so at Kennebeck. Upon 
this we buy about L50 worth. At first it sticks, and 'tis 
two years before we can put it off ; till the Inland Indians 
come to know it, and then we can scarce procure enough for 
many years together. By which, and other provisions, we 
quite cut off the trade both from the fishermen and strag- 
gling planters. And strange it is to see the great alteration 
it in a few years makes among the savages ; for the Massa- 
chusetts, and others in these parts, bad scarce any ; it being 
only made and kept among the Pequots and Narraganselts 
who grew rich and potent by it ; whereas the rest who use 
it not, are poor and beggarly." In the year 1629, he men- 
tions some of the charges of freight and ensurance from Eng- 
land, by which, particularly when the different value of 
money is considered, it will be seen how much is gained by 
the improvements in ships and navigation. The freight of 
goods was L4 per ton, and assurance, which was principally 
or wholly against sea risk, Lh per ct. Salem, Ipswich, 
Watertown, Dorchester and Charlestown, were settled be- 
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fore Boston. After it was determined fo occupy this point 
in 1630, the author thus proceeds. " Thus this remarkable 
Peninsula, about two miles in length and one in breadth, in 
those times appearing at high water in the form of two 
islands, whose Indian name was Shawmut ; but I suppose, 
on account of the three contiguous hills appearing in a range 
to those at Charlestown, by the English called at first Tri- 
mountain, and now receives the name of Boston ; which 
Deputy Governour Dudley says, they had before intended 
to call the place they first resolved on ; and Mr. Hubbard, 
that they gave this name on the account of Mr. Cotton, the 
then famous Puritan Minister of Boston in England ; for 
whom they had the highest reverence, and of whose coming 
over they were doubtless in some hopeful prospect. And 
from the late Judge Setvall, in comparison with the Charles- 
town records, I learn, that this town was settled under the 
conduct of Mr. Johnson,* whom Mr. Hubbard calls a wor- 
thy gentleman of note for piety and wisdom, and the Rev. 
Mr. Danforth of Roxbury, styles him a right Nathaniel, 
eminent for piety and virtue ; and in another place, agentle- 
man of singular piety and sincerity." This Mr. Johnson 
married Lady Arabella Clinton, daughter of the Earl of Lin- 
coln, she died at Salem the year preceding. Of these bills 
whichgave the first name to the town, one is the hill between 
Tremont and Somerset streets, covered with the gardens of 
different gentlemen, and which it may be hoped will always be 
preserved, another Beacon-hill has been entirely taken away, 
and the third, where Mount Vernon is situated, lowered one 
half. The tide formerly in flowing made the town two Islands, 
the nothern part of it is now constantly an island, the land on 
the neck of the peninsula has been raised above the reach of 
the tide. A fourth part perhaps, of the buildings in the town, 
now stand where the tide once covered either the flats or 
marshes. 

* Mr. Johnson's house, the first erected in Boston, was on Tre- 
mont-street ; he was buried by his own directions in the spot now 
forming the Chapel burying ground ; being much beloved by the peo- 
ple, they wished to be buried near him, and this was the origin of that 
burying place. It is perhaps not known precisely where his house 
stood ; in the same street, next to the mansion of Lieut. Governour 
Phillips, is a house which was built by the celebrated Sir Henry Vane, 
and is the oldest bouse in Boston. 
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The present state of New-England, with respect to the Indi- 
an war; wherein is an account of the tme reason thereof, 
{as far as can be judged by men) together with most of 
the remarkable passages that have happened from the 
20th of June, till the lOfft of November, 1675. Faith- 
fully composed by a merchant of Boston, and commu- 
nicated to his friend in London. Licensed December 
13, 1675. Roger L' Estrange. London, printed for 
Dorman Newman, at the King's arms in the Poultry, 
1675. 

A continuation of the state of New-England, being a far- 
ther account of the Indian warr, and of the engagement 
betwixt the joynt forces of the United English Colonies 
and the Indians on the \9th of December, 1675 ; with 
the true number of the slaiti and wounded, and the trans- 
actions of the English army since the said fight. With 
all other passages that have there happened from the 
10th of November, 1675, to the 8/i of February, 1675,6. 
Together with an account of the intended rebellion of the 
negroes in the Barbadoes. Licensed March 27, 1676. 
Henry Oldenburg. London, printed for Dorman New- 
man, Stc. 1676. Folio. 

These are two letters giving an account of the origin of 
Philip's war, on which we remarked in the account of Hub- 
bard's Indian wars. There are some interesting facts in 
these letters, and enough to show that humanity was often 
forgotten in the treatment of the Indians, which indeed is 
not unnatural, when the horrible barbarities they committed 
against the defenceless is considered. As to the justice of 
these wars, it is now a mere question of speculation, the In- 
dians are long since extinct, the whites fortunately cultivate 
the wilds they traversed ; the wild species disappeared be- 
fore the civilized one. The following anecdote of a girl 
is interesting, from the courage and presence of mind dis- 
covered by her. 

" On the Lord's day, the of July, an Indian came to 

Dorchester, (within half a mile of mother George's house,) 
to the house of Mr. Minor, in sermon time, and there were 
then at home, the maid servant and two young children, she 
keeping the door shut for safety ; the Indian when he saw 
he could not come in at the door, went about to come in at 
the window, she perceiving his resolution, took two brass • 
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kettles, under which she put the two children, she ran up 
stairs and charged a musket and fired at the Indian, (he 
having fired at her once or twice and missed her, but struck 
the top of one kettle under which a child was) and shot him 
into his shoulder; thon he let his gun fall and was just com- 
ing in at the window, she made haste and got a fire shovel 
full of live coals and applied them to his face, which forced 
him to fiie and he escaped ; but one was found dead within 
five miles of that place afterwards, and was judged to be this 
by his scalded face." 

The battle fought with Philip on the 19th of November, 
1675, in which the number of Indians was estimated at 
4,500, was one of the most considerable engagements that 
has taken place with the savages. About 700 Indians were 
supposed to have been destroyed, and "207 fell on the side 
of the whites, among these were almost all the officers, six 
captains of companies, which was the highest command ex- 
cepting one general who commanded the whole, fell in the 
action, and almost all the officers were wounded. This was 
a serious loss at a time when the number of the colonists was 
extremely limited. 

The spirit of punning, which is so annoying to men of 
strait-forward minds in our own limes, early infected this 
country, a proof of which without recurring to the innume- 
rable quibbles of Mafher, may be found in the following ex- 
pressions in this work : " They that wear the name of 
Praying Indians, but rather as Mr. Hezekiah ITsher term- 
ed preying Indians," &c. A part of this work, the official 
proclamations, are printed in black letter. 

New-Englands Prospect. A true, lively, and experimen- 
tall description of that part of America,commonly called 
New-England : discovering the state of that country, 
both as it stands to our new-come English Planters ; and 
to the old Native Inhabitants. Laying down that which 
may both enrich the knowledge of the mind-travelling 
Reader, or benefit the future Voyager. By William 
Wood. London, printed by Iohn Dawson, and are to 
be sold by Iohn Bellamy at his shop, at the three Golden 
Lyons in Cornehill, neere the Royall Exchange, 1639. 

This work is one of the earliest accounts of first settle- 
ments on the Bay of Massachusetts. The work is now ex- 
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tremely scarce, and we shall therefore make rather copious 
extracts from it. A map accompanies it, which proves how 
little they knew of the interiour country. The work is di- 
vided into two parts, the first treats of the soil, climate, natural 
productions of the country and the settlements of the whites, 
and the last of the Indians. It has, as was the custom of 
that age, a dedication (to the right worshipfull my milch- 
honored friend Sir William Armyne, Knight and Baro- 
net) a preface, and some complimentary verses to the au- 
thor. We copy the preface, by which it appears the prac- 
tice of defaming this country, by false and scandalous re- 
ports from the sulphurious breath of every base ballad 
monger, is a practice that hath the warrant of antiquity in 
its favour. 

" TO THE READER. 

" Courteous Reader, 

" Though I will promise thee no such voluptuous dis- 
course, as many have made upon a scanter subject, (though 
they have travailed no further than the smoke of their owne 
native chimnies) yet dare I presume to present thee with 
the very true, and faithfull relation of some few yeares tra- 
vels and experience, wherein I would bee loath to broach 
any thing which may puzzle thy beleefe, and so justly draw 
upon my selfe, that unjust aspersion commonly laid on tra- 
vellers ; of whom many say, they may lye by authority, 
because none can controule them, which Proverbe had 
surely his original from the sleepy beleefe of many a home- 
bred Dormouse, who comprehends not either the rarilieor 
possibility of those things he sees not : to whom Ihe most 
classick relations seem riddles and paradoxes : of whom it 
may bee sayd as once of Diogenes, (hat because hee cir- 
cled himselfe in the circumference of a tubbe, hee therefore 
contemned the Port and Pallace of Alexander, which hee 
knew not. So there are many a tub-brain'd Cynicke, who 
because any thing stranger than ordinary, is too large for 
the straite hoopes of his apprehension, he pereroptorilye 
concludes it is a lye: But I decline this sort of thicke wit- 
ted readers, and dedicate the mite of my endeavours to my 
more credulous, ingenious, and lesse censorious Country- 
men, for whose sakes I undertooke this worke : and I did 
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it the rather, because there have some relations heretofore 
past the Presse, which have beene very imperfect, a3 also 
because there have beene many scandalous and false re- 
ports past upon the Country, even from the sulphurious 
brealh of every base ballad monger : wherefore to perfect 
the one, and take off the other, 1 have layd downe the na- 
ture of the Country, without any partiall respect unto it, as 
being my dwelling place where I have lived these foure 
yeares, and intend God willing to returne shortly againe ; 
But my consicience is to me a thousand witnesses, that 
what I speake is the very truth, and this will informe thee 
almost as fully concerning it, as if thou wentest over to see 
it. Now whereas I have written the lat(er part of this re- 
lation concerning the Indians in a more light and facetious 
stile, than the former: because their carriage and beha- 
viour hath afforded more matter of mirth and laughter, than 
gravity and wisedome : and therefore I have inserted many 
passages of mirth concerning them, to spice the rest of my 
more serious discourse, and to make it more pleasant. Thus 
thou mayest in two or three houres travaile over a few 
leaves, see and know that, which cost him that writ it, 
yeares and travaile over sea and land, before he knew it ; 
and therefore I hope thou wilt accept it : which shall be 
my full reward, as it was my whole ambition, and so I rest, 
Thine bound in what I may, 

w. W." 

The author's account of the first settlement is interest- 
ing. The relative importance of different places is since 
greatly altered ; and the infant state of places that have 
since obtained some celebrity, will gratify the curiosity of 
those who are fond of researches of this nature. 



"Chap. X. 
" Of the senerall plantations in particular. 
"Having described the situation of the countrey in general!, 
with all his commodities arising from Land and Sea, it may 
adde to your content and satisfaction to be informed of the 
situation of every severall plantation, with his conveniences, 
commodities, and discommodities, &c. where first I will be- 
ing with the outmost Plantation in the Patent to the South- 
wrad, which is called Wichaguscusset an Indian name : this 
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as i< is but a small village, yet it is very pleasant, and health- 
full, very good ground, and is well timbred, and hath good 
store of Hey ground : it hath a very spacious harbour for 
shipping before Ihe lovvne, Ihe salt water being navigable 
for Boates and Pinnaces two leagues. Here the inhabitants 
ha\e good store of fish of all sorts, and Swine, having 
Acornes and Ciainrns at (he time of yeare; here is likewise 
an Aiewife river, Three miles to the North of this is mount 
Wo U est on, a very fertile so vie, and a place very convenient 
foi Farmers houses, there being great store of plaine ground 
wiliiout trees, Neere this place is Massachusetts fields 
where the greafes! Sagamore in the country lived, before 
the Plague, who caused it to be cleared for himselfe. The 
greatest inconvenience is, that there is not very many 
Springs, as in other places of the countrey, yet water may 
be had for digging : A second inconvenience is, that Boates 
cannot come in at low water, nor shippes ride neere the 
shore. Sixe mile further to the North, lieth Dorchester; 
which is the greatest iowne in New England, (but I am 
informed that others equall it since I came away) well 
wooded and watered ; very good arable grounds, and Hay- 
ground, faire Coi tie-fields, and pleasant Gardens, with 
Kitchin-gardens : In this Plantation is a great many Cattle, 
as Kirie, Goales, and Swine. This Plantation hath a reason- 
able Harbour for ships : Here is no Alewife-river, which is 
a great inconvenience. The inhabitants of this Iowne, were 
the first that set upon Ihe trade of fishing in the Bay, who 
received so much fruite of their abours, that they in cour- 
aged others to the same undertakings. A mile from this 
Towne lieth Roxberry, which is a faire and handsome Coun- 
trey-fowne ; the Inhabitants of it being all very rich. This 
Towne lieth upon Ihe Maine, so that it is well wooded and 
watered ; having a cleare and fresh Brooke running through 
the Towne: Vp which although there come no Alewives, 
yet there is great store of Smelts, and therefore it is called 
Smelf-brooke. 

"A quarter of a mile to the Norlh-side of the Towne, is 
another River called Stony-River ; upon which is built a 
water-mill. Here is good ground for Corne, and Medow for 
Cattle ; Vp Westward from the Towne it is something 
rocky, whence it hail) the name of Roxberry ; the Inhabi- 
tants have faire houses, store of Cattle, impaled corne* 

Vol. IV. No. 10. 2 
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fields, and fruitfull Gardens. Here is no harbour for ships, 
because the Towne is seated in the Bottome of a shallow 
Bay, which is made by the necke of land on which Boston 
is built ; so that they can transport all their goods from the 
Ships in Boates from Boston, which is the nearest Harbour. 

" Boston is two miles North-east from Roxberry : His sit- 
uation is very pleasant, being a Peninsula, hemd on the 
South-side with (he Bay of Roxberry, on the North-side 
with Charles River, the Marshes on the backe-side, being 
not halfe a quarter of a Mile over ; so that a little fencing 
will secure their Cattle from the Woolves. Their greatest 
wants, be wood, and Medow ground, which never were in 
that place ; being constrained to fetch their building timber, 
and fire-wood from the Hands in boates ; and their Hay in 
Loyters : It being a neck, and bare of wood, they are not 
troubled with three great annoyances, of Woolves, Rattle- 
snakes, and Musketoes. These that live here upon their 
cattle, must be constrained to take Farmes in the Countrey, 
or else they cannot subsist, the place being too small to con- 
taine many, and fittest for such as can Trade into England, 
for such commodities as the Country wants, being the chiefe 
place for shipping and Merchandize. 

" This Necke of Land is not aboue fovre miles in com- 
passe, in form almost square, having on the South-side at 
one corner, a great broad hill, whereon is planted a Fort, 
which can command any ship as shee sayles into any Har- 
bour within the hill Bay. On the North-side is another Hill, 
equall in bignesse, whereon stands a Winde-mill. To the 
Northwest is an high Mountaine with three little rising hills 
on the top of if, wherefore it is called the Tramount. From 
the top of this Mountaine a man may over-looke all the 
Hands which lie before the Bay, and discry such ships as 
are upon the Sea-coast. This Towne although it be neither 
the greatest nor the richest, yet it is the most noted and fre- 
quented, being the Center of the Plantations where the 
monethly Courts were kept. This towne is greater and 
richer since I came away, and the Courts are now kept at 
New towne. Here likewise dwells the Governour: This 
place hath very good land, affording rich Corne-fields, and 
fruitfull Gardens ; having likewise sweet and pleasant 
Springs. The Inhabitants of this place for their enlargement, 
have laken to themselves Favme-houses, in a place called 
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Muddy-river, two mile from their Town ; where is good 
ground, large timber, and store of Marsh-land, and Medow. 
In this place thej keepe their Swine, and other Cattle in 
the Summer, whilst the corne is on the ground at Boston, 
and bring them to towne in Winter. 

" On the North-side of Charles River is Charles Towne, 
which is another necke of Land, on whose North-side runs 
Mistick-river. This towne tor all things maybe well paral- 
lel'd with her neighbour Boston, being in the same fashion 
with her bare necke, and constrained to borrow conveniences 
from the maine, and to provide for themselves Farinas in 
the Counlrey for their better subsistence. At this Towne 
there is kept a Ferry-boate, to conveigh passengers over 
Charles River, which between the twe Townes is a quarter 
of a mile over, being a very deep Channell. Here may ride 
forty ships at a time. Vp higher it is a broad Bay, being 
above two miles betweene the shores, into which runs Stony- 
river, and muddy-river. Toward the Southwest in the midst 
of this Bay, is a great Oyster-bank : Towards the North- 
west of this bay is a great Creeke, upon whose shore is situ- 
ated the village of Medford, a very fertile and pleasant 
place, and fit for more inhabitants than are yet in it. This 
'* Towne is a mile and a halfe from Charles towne, and at the 
bottome of this Bay the River begins to be narrower, being 
but halfe a quarter of a mile broad. By the side of this 
river is built New-town, which is three miles by land from 
Charles towne, and a league and a halfe by water, this place 
was first intended for a City, but upon more serious conside- 
rations it was not thought so fit, being too far from the Sea : 
being the greatest inconvenience it hath : This is one of the 
netest and best compacted towns in new England, having 
many faire structures with many handsom contrived streets. 
The inhabitants most of them are very rich, and well stored 
with Cattell of all sorts ; having many hundred Acres of 
ground paled in with one generall fence, which is about a 
a mile and a halfe long, Which secures all their weaker Cat- 
tle from the wild beasts. On the other side of the River 
lieth all their Medow and Marsh ground for Hay. 

"Halfe a mile Westward of this Plantation is Water towne, 
a place nothing inferiour for land, wood, medow, aud water, 
to New town, Within halfe a mile of this Town is a great 
Pond, which is divided between those 2. townes, which di- 
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vides their bounds North ward*. A mile and a halfe from 
this Towne, is a fall of fresh waters, which conveigh them- 
selves into the Ocean through Charles River. A lillle be- 
low this fall of waters, the inhabitanls of Water-town have 
built a Ware to catch Fish, wherein they take great store of 
Shads and Alewives. In two Tides they have gotten an hun- 
dred thousand of those Fishes : This is no small benefit (o 
the plantation : Ships of small burden may come up to these 
Townes, but the Oyster-bankes doe bane out the bigger 
Ships. 

"The next Towne is Misticke, which is three miles from 
Charles Towne by land, and a league and a halfe by water : 
It is seated by the waters side very pleasantly ; there be 
not many houses as yet. At the head of this River are 
great and spacious Ponds, whither Ihe Alewives presse to 
spawne. This being a noted place for that kinde of Fish, 
the English resort thither to take them. On the West side 
of this River the Governour hath a Farme, where he keepes 
most of his cattle. On the East side is Master Cradockes 
Plantation, where he hath impaled a Parke, where he keepes 
his cattle, till hee can store it with Deere : Here likewise he 
is at charges of building ships. The last yeare one was up- 
on the Stocks of a hundred Tiinrie ; that being finished, 
they are to build one twice her burden. Ships without 
either Ballast or loading, may floate down this River ; other- 
wise the Oyster-bank would hinder them which crossed the 
Channel!. 

"The last Towne in the slill Bay, is Winnisimet a very 
sweet place for situation, and stands very cemmodiously, be- 
ing fit to entertaine more Planters than are yet sealed : It is 
within a mile of Charles Towne, the River onely parting 
them, The chiefe Hands which keepe out the winde and Ihe 
sea from disturbing the Harbours, arc first Dear Hand, 
which lies within a flight-shot of Pullin point. This Hand 
is so called, because of the Deare which often swimme 
thither from the Maine, when they are chased by the 
woolves: Some have killed sixleene Deere in a day upon 
this Hand. The opposite shore is called Piillin-point, be- 
cause that is the usuall Ciiannell. Boats use to passe 
thorow in o the Bay ; and the tyde being very strong, they 
are constrained to goe ashore, and hale their Boates by the 
seasing, or roades, whereupon it was called Pullin-point. 
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" The next Hand of note is Long Hand, so called from his 
longitude. D'tveres other Hands be with in these : vis. No- 
dles lie, Round lie, the Governours Garden, where is 
planted an Orchard and a Vineyard, with many other con- 
veniences ; and Slate-Iland, Glasse-lland, Bird-Hand, &c. 
Those lies abound with woods, and water, and Medow- 
ground : and whatsoever the spacious fertile Maine affords. 
The inhabitants use to put their cattle in these for safety, 
vis. their Ramms, Goates, and Swine, when their corne is 
on the ground. These Townes that lie without the Bay, 
are a great deale nearer the Maine, and reape a greater bene- 
fit from the Sea, in regard of the plenty both of fish and 
Fowle, which they receive from thence : so that they live 
more comfortably, and at lesse charges, than those that are 
more remote from the Sea in the Hand Plantations. 

" The next Plantation is Saitgus, sixe miles North-east 
from Winnesimit : This Towne is pleasant for situation, 
seated at the bottome of a Bay, which is made on the one 
side with the surrounding shore, and on the olher side with 
a long sandy Beach ; which is two Miles long at the end, 
whereon is a necke of land called Naliant : it is sixe miles 
in circumference; well wooded with Oakes, Pines and Ce- 
dars : It is beside well watered, having beside the fresh 
springs, a great Pond in the middle, before which is a spa- 
cious Marsh. In this necke is store of good ground, fit for 
the Plow ; but for the present it is only used for to put 
young cattle in, and weather-goates, and Swine, to secure 
them from the Woolves : a few posts and rayles from the 
lower water-markes to the shore, keepes out the Woolves, 
and keepes in the cattle. One Blacke William, an Indian 
Duke, out of his generosity gave this place in general! to 
this Plantation of Saugus, so that no olher can appropriate 
it to himselfe. 

" Vpon the South-side of the sandy Beach the Sea beat- 
eth, which is a true prognostication, to presage stormes and 
foule weather, and the breaking up of the Frost : For when 
a storme hath beene, or is likely to be, it will roare like 
thunder, being heard sixe miles ; and after stormes casts up 
great store of great Ciammes, which the Indians taking out 
of their shels, carry out in baskets. On the North-side of 
this Bay is two great Marshes, which are made two by a 
pleasant River which runns betweene them. Northward up 
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this River, goes great store of Alewives, of which they make 
good red Herrings ; iu so much that they have beene at 
charges to make them a wayre, and a Herringhouse, to dry 
these Herrings in ; the last yeare were dried some foure or 
five Last for an experiment, which proved very good to ap- 
pearance, if they prove as well in a forraine market : this is 
like to proove a great inrichment to the land, (being a staple 
commoditie in other Countries) for there be such innume- 
rable companies in every river, that I have seene ten thou- 
sand taken in two houres by two men, without any weire at 
all, saving a few stones to stoppe their passage up the river. 
There likewise come store of Basse, which the Indians and 
English catch with hooke and line, some fiflie or threescore 
at a tide. At the mouth of this river runnes up a great 
creefee into that great Marsh, which is called Rumny Marsh, 
which is foure miles long and two miles broad; halfe of it 
being Marsh ground, and halfe upland grasse, without tree 
or bush : this Marsh is crossed with divers creekes, wherein 
lie great store of Geese, and Duckes. There be conveni- 
ent ponds for the planting of Duckcoyes. Here is likewise 
belonging to this place divers fresh Meadowes, which afford 
good grasse, and foure spacious ponds like little lakes, where- 
in is store of fresh fish : within a mile of the town, out of 
which runnes a curious fresh brooke that is seldome frozen 
by reason of the warmenesse of the water : upon this streame 
is built a water Mill, and up this river comes Smelts and 
frost fish much bigger than a Gudgion. For wood there is 
no want, there being store of good Oakes, Wallnut, Cedar 
Aspe, Elme ; The ground is very good, in many places 
without trees, fit for the plough. In this plantation is more 
English tillage, than in all New England, and Virginia 
besides ; which proved as well as could be expected, the 
corne being very good, especially the Barly, Rye, and 
Oates. 

" The land affordeth the inhabitants as many rarities as 
any place else, and the sea more : the Basse continuing from 
the middle of Aprill to Michaelmas, which stayes not above, 
halfe that time in the Bay : besides here is a great deale of 
Rocke-cod and Macrill, insomuch that shoales of Basse have 
driven up shoales of Macrill from one end of the sandie 
Beach to another ; which the inhabitants have gathered up 
in wheele-barrowes. The bay that lyeth before the townc 
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at a low spring tide, will be all flattes for two Miles together, 
upon which is great store of Musclebankes and Clamrae 
bankes, and Lobsters amongst the rockes and grassie holes. 
These flattes make it unnavigable for shippes, jet at high 
water great Boates, Loyters, and pinnaces of twenty and 
thirty tun, may saile up to the plantation, but they need 
have a Skilfull Pilote, because of many dangerous rocks and 
foaming breakers that lie at the mouth of that Bay. The 
very aspect of the place is fortification enough to keep off 
an unknowne enemy, yet it may be fortified at a little charge 
being but few landing places there about, and those obscure. 
Fonre miles Northeast from Saugus lieth Salem, which 
stands on the middle of a necke of land very plesantly, 
having a South river on the one-side, and a North river on 
the other side upon this necke where the most of the houses 
stand is very bad and sandie ground, yet for seaven yeares 
together it hath brought forth exceeding good corne, by be- 
ing fished but every third yeare ; in some places is very 
good ground, and good timber, and divers springs hard by 
the sea side. Here likewise is store offish, as Basses, Eeles, 
Lobsters, Clammes, &c. Although their land be none of the 
best, yet beyond these rivers is a very good soyle, where 
they have taken Farmes, and get their Hay, and plant their 
corne ; there they crosse these rivers with small Cannowes, 
which are made of whole pine trees, being a bout two foote 
and a halfe over, and twenty foote long : in these likewise 
they goe a fowling, sometimes two leagues to sea ; there be 
more Connowes in this towne, than in ail the whole Patent ; 
every household having a water-horse or two. This Towne 
wants an Alewife river, which is a great inconvenience : it 
hath two good harbours, the one being called Winter, and 
the other Summer harbours, which lieth within Derbins 
Fort, which place if it were well fortified, might keepe 
shippes from landing of forces in any of these two places, 
Marvill Head is a place which lieth fonre miles full South 
from Salem, and is a very convenient Place for plantation, 
especially for such as will set upon the trade of fishing. 
There was made here a ships loading of fish the last yeare, 
where still stands the stages, and drying scaffolds ; here be 
good harbour for boats, and safe riding for ships. Agowom- 
me is nine miles to the North from Salem, which is one of 
the niost spacious places for a plantation, being neare the sea ; 



16 Books relating to America. [1816. 

it aboundeth with fish, and flesh of fowles and beasts, great 
Meads and Marshes, and plaine plowing grounds, many 
good rivers and harbours, and no rattle-snakes. In a word, 
it is the best place but one, in my judgment, which is Merri- 
make, lying eight miles beyond it, where is a river twenty 
leagues navigable, all along the river side is fresh Marshes, 
in some places three Miles broad. In this river is Stur- 
geon, Sammon, and Basse, and divers other kinds of fish. 
To conclude, the Country scarce afFordeth that which this 
place cannot yield So that these two places may containe 
twice as many people as are yet in new England : there 
being as yet scarce any inhabitants in these two spacious 
places. Three miles beyond the river of Merrimake is the 
outside of our Patent for the Massachusetts Bay. These 
be all the Townes that were begun, when I came for Eng- 
land, which was the 15th of August 1633." 

He describes some of the principal Indian nations sepa- 
rately, and then devotes some chapters to a description of 
their general customs and manners. At the end of the book 
is a pretty extensive nomenclature of the Indian language, 
which is now as useless as the Indian translation of the bible 
by the pious, humane, and learned Elliot. The nations 
themselves are utterly extinct, and their language forgotten. 
His fourth chapter contains a description of the Abergini- 
ans, or the Northern Indians. The various tribes were of 
different character. These Northern Indians, till they be- 
came involved in (he general confederacy excited by Philip, 
were commonly friendly to the whites ; the Pequods were 
warlike; the Narragansefts were induslrious, trading and 
accumulated wealth, but they have all disappeared. 

"Chap. IV. 
"Of the Aberginians or Indians Northward. 

"First of (heir Slature, most of them being betweene five 
or sixe foote high, straight bodied, strongly composed, 
smooth skinned, merry counlenanced, of complexion some- 
thing more swarthy than Spaniards, blacke hair'd, high 
fore-headed, blacke ey'd, out-nosed, broad shouldered, 
brawny arm'd, long and slender handed, out-brested, smal 
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Wasted, lank bellied, well thighed, flat kneed, handsome 
growne legs, and small feele : lu a word, take them when the 
blood briskes in (heir veines, when the flesh is on their 
backes, and marrow in iheir bones, when they frollicke in 
their antique deporiments and Indian postures, and they 
are more amiable to behold (ihoughonely in Adams livery) 
than many a compounded phantastieke in the newest fash- 
ion. It may puzzle beliefe, to conceive how such lusty bo- 
dies should have their rise and daily supportment from so 
slender a fostering ; (heir houses being rneane, their lodging 
as homely, commons scant, their drinke water, and Nature 
their best cloafhing ; in them the old proverbe may well be 
verified ; (Natura panels contenta) for though this be their 
daily portion, they s t ill are healthful! and lusty. I have bin 
in many places, yet did I never see one that was borne 
either in redundance or defect a monster, or any that sick- 
lies had deformed, or casualty made decrepit, saving one 
that had a bleared eye, and another that had a wenne on his 
cheeke. The reason is rendred why they grow so propor- 
tionable, and continue so long in their vigour (most of (hem 
being 50 before a wrinkled brow or gray haire bewray their 
age) is, because they are not brought down with suppress- 
ing labour, vexed with annoying cares, or drowned in the 
excessive abuse of overflowing plenty, which oftentimes kils 
them more than want, as may appeare in (hem. For when 
they change their bare Indian commons for the plenty of 
Englands fuller diet, it is so contrary to their stomacks, 
that death or a desperate sicknes immediately accrews, 
which makes so few of Ihem desirous to see England. 
Their swarfhinesse is the Suns livery, for they are borne 
faire. Their smooth skins proceed from the often annoynt- 
ing of their bodies with the oyle of fishes, and the fat of 
Eagles, with the grease of Rackoones, which they hold in 
summer, the best antidote tokeepe their skin from blister- 
ing with the scorching Sun ; and it is their best armour 
against the Musketoes, the surest expeller of the hairy ex- 
crement, and stops the pores of their bodies against the nip* 
ping winters cold. Their black haire is natural!, yet it is 
brought to a more jetty colour by ovling, dying and daily 
dressing. Sometimes they weare it very lonsr, hanging 
downe in a loose dishevel' (I womanish manner: other while 
Vol. IV. No. in, '.'. 
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tied up hard and short like a horse taile, bound close with a 
fillet which they say makes it grow the faster, fhey are not 
a little phantastical or custorn-sicke in this particular : their 
boyes being not permitted to weare their haire long till six- 
teene yeeres of age, and then they must come to it by de- 
grees : some being cut with a long forelop, a long locke on 
the crowne, one of each side of his head, the rest of his 
haire being cut even with the scalpe : (he young men and 
souldiers were their haire long on the one side, the other side 
being cut short like a screw ; other cuts they have as their 
fancy befooles them, which would torture the wits of a cu- 
rious Barber to imitate. But though they be thus wedded 
to the haire of their head, you cannot woe them to weare it 
on their chins, where it no sooner growes, but it is stubbed 
up by the rootes, for they count it as an unusefull, cumber- 
some, and opprobrious excrement, insomuch as the call him 
an English mans bastard that hath but the appearance of a 
beard, which some have growing in a staring fashion, like the 
beard of a Cat, which makes them the more out of love with 
them, chusing rather to have no beards than such as would 
make them ridiculous." 
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Explanation of the Musical Scale. 

Sir, 

A friend of mine, for the instruction of his daughter, 
composed the enclosed account of the origin of the Musical 
Scale, and of the grounds on which it is constructed. The 
subject is an abstruse one, but I think is so clearly explained 
here, that any person desirous of instruction, may compre- 
hend it with a little attention. As a general fondness for 
musick prevails in this country, and no house is without mu- 
sical instruments of some kind, it may perhaps be a satisfac- 
tion to some young persons, to obtain a knowledge of the the- 
ory of harmony. For this purpose, I procured leave to 
make the copy I enclose, which I place at your disposal, 

B. 

To the Editor. 



